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Henry George Kunkel

1916–1983

H enry Kunkel received his B.S. degree from Princeton and his M.D. degree from Johns Hopkins University. 
He arrived at The Rockefeller Institute (now University) in 1945 where he spent his entire scientific career 
until his death in 1983. His contributions to the field of basic and clinical immunology are legendary. He 

made numerous seminal observations in liver disease, rheumatic diseases and other allied disorders.

He was perhaps best known for his pioneering and extensive studies on the immunoglobulins. His recognition that
myeloma proteins were a model for the study of the structure of normal immunoglobulins had a global impact on 
investigations of the structure, function and inheritance of these molecules. The elucidation of the chain structure of 
gamma globulin and the recognition that immunoglobulins possessed individual antigenic specificity (idiotypes) were 
internationally recognized discoveries.

Dr. Kunkel was the recipient of many awards and honors, including membership in the National Academy of
Sciences, honorary degrees from Universities of Uppsala and Harvard, and recipient of the Lasker and Gairdner 
Awards and the Kovalenko Medal of the National Academy of Sciences.
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PROGRAM

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015

3 p.m.	 Council Meeting

5:30 p.m.	 Welcome:
	 Alain Mérieux, Président, Institut Mérieux
	 Jean-François Bach, Secrétaire perpétuel, Académie des Sciences

	 Introduction: 
	 Keith Elkon, President, the Henry Kunkel Society  
	 University of Washington, Seattle, WA, USA

6 p.m.	 Annual Henry Kunkel Society Lecture: 
	 Yanick Crow (Member) 
	 Institut Imagine, University René Descartes, Paris, France and University of Manchester, UK
	 Human Type I Interferonopathies — An Update	

7 p.m.	 Cocktail Reception

8 p.m.	 Dinner
Centre des Pensières
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015

8 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks
  	 Keith Elkon 

8:15–10:25 a.m.	 Session I: Microbiome and Immunity
	 Chairs: Vijay Kuchroo, Ellen Gravallese

8:15 a.m.	 Andrew Macpherson (Invited Speaker)
	 University Hospital, Bern, Switzerland
	 Stratification of Intestinal Microbes 

8:40 a.m.	 Christophe d’Enfert (Invited Speaker)
	 Pasteur Institute, Paris, France
	 The interplay between Candida albicans, the Microbiota and Mucosal Immunity

9:05 a.m.	 Frédéric Geissmann (New Member)
	 King’s College London, London, UK
	 Differentiation and Functions of Macrophages

9:25 a.m.	 Michel Gilliet (Invited Speaker)
 	 University of Lausanne, Switzerland
	 Antimicrobial Peptides in Skin Immunity and Autoimmunity
	
10 a.m.	 Coffee break

10:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m.	 Session II: Innate Immune Networks
	 Chairs: Westley Reeves, Cem Gabay

10:30 a.m.	 Daniel B. Stetson (Invited Speaker)
	 University of Washington, Seattle, USA  
	 Nucleic Acid Detection in Host Defense and Autoimmunity
	
10:55 a.m.	 Eicke Latz (Invited Speaker) 
	 University of Bonn, Germany
	 Sensing the Environment — Activation Mechanisms of the NLRP3 Inflammasome

11:20 a.m.	 Veit Hornung (Invited Speaker)
	 Institute of Clinical Chemistry and Pharmacology, University of Bonn, Germany
	 Intracellular DNA Sensing Mechanisms in Innate Immunity

11:45 a.m.	 Ellen Gravallese (Member)
	 University of Massachusetts Memorial Medical Center, Worcester, USA
	 Role of DNA Sensors in the Regulation of Bone

12:30 p.m.	 Lunch 

1:30–3 p.m.	 Session III: Th17 Cells and Inflammation
	 Chairs: Jacob Natvig, Jean-Michel Dayer 		

1:30 p.m.	 Vijay Kuchroo (Member)
	 Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Boston, USA
	 Transcriptional Network Regulating Development of Tregs and Th17 Cells 

1:55 p.m.	 Francesco Annunziato (Member)
	 University of Florence, Italy
	 Stability of Human Th17 Cells in Chronic Inflammatory Disorders

2:20 p.m.	 Anne Puel (New Member) 
	 INSERM, Paris Descartes University, Imagine Institute, Paris, France
	 IL-17 / Th17 Cell Defects and Infections

2:40 p.m.	 Pierre Miossec (Member)
	 University Claude Bernard of Lyon, France
	 Th17 and Mesenchymal Cell Interactions and Chronicity of Inflammation



3:05 p.m. 	 Break

3:25–5 p.m.	 Session IV: Mesenchymal / Immune Cell Interactions
	 Chairs: Carlo Chizzolini, Richard Pope

3:25 p.m.	 Christopher Buckley (Invited Speaker)
	 University of Birmingham, UK
	 Why Does Chronic Inflammation Persist: A Key Role for the Stroma?

3:50 p.m.	 Steffen Gay (Invited Speaker)
	 University of Zurich, Switzerland
	 Epigenetics in Rheumatic Autoimmune Diseases

4:15 p.m.	 Theresa Lu (New Member)
	 Hospital for Special Surgery, New York, NY, USA
	 Regulating the Lymph Node Stromal Compartment in Health and Disease 

4:35 p.m.	 Roland Liblau (Invited Speaker)
	 University of Toulouse, France
	 T-Cell-Mediated Autoimmunity Targeting Neurons: Lessons from Animal Models

6 p.m.	 Poster tour and discussion

8 p.m.	 Dinner
Centre des Pensières	 Keith Elkon, Pierre Miossec
 	 Introduction of the 2015 New Members
	

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2015

8 a.m.–10 a.m.	 Session V: Immunodeficiencies and Autoimmunity
	 Chairs: Reinhold Schmidt, Frédéric Rieux-Laucat

8 a.m.	 Jean-Laurent Casanova (Member)
	 The Rockefeller University and Howard Hughes Medical Institute, New York, USA
	 Toward a Genetic Theory of Childhood Infectious Diseases

8:25 a.m. 	 Frank Nestle (Invited Speaker)
	 St John’s Institute of Dermatology, King’s College London, London, UK
	 Immune Homeostasis and Pathology in Tissue: Rules of Engagement 

8:50 a.m.	 Arturo Zychlinsky (Invited Speaker)
	 Max Planck Institute for Infection Biology, Berlin, Germany
	 Extracellular Chromatin in Infections and Autoimmunity 

9:15 a.m. 	 Lars Ronnblom (Member) 
	 Uppsala University, Sweden
	 The Role of the Type I Interferon System in Autoimmunity 

9:35 a.m.	 Carla Rothlin (New Member) 
	 Yale University, USA
	 Negative Regulation of Type 2 Immunity

10 a.m.	 Break

10:25–11:45 a.m.	 Session VI: B Cells and Autoimmunity
	 Chairs: Jean-Claude Weill, Marie Wahren-Herlenius 

10:25 a.m.	 Eric Meffre (Member) 
	 Yale School of Medicine, USA
	 Defective Early B Cell Tolerance Checkpoints in Autoimmune Diseases

10:50 a.m.	 Andreas Radbruch (Member)
	 German Rheumatism Research Centre, Berlin, Germany
	 The Resting and the Restless Immunological Memory



11:15 a.m.	 Ann Marshak-Rothstein (Member)
	 University of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, USA
	 Cytosolic Nucleic Acid Sensors in the Regulation of B Cell Autoimmunity

11:40 a.m.	 Edgar Meinl (New Member)
	 University of Munich, Germany
	 �The BAFF-APRIL System in Autoimmunity, with Reference to Multiple Sclerosis 

and Lupus

12 p.m.–12:20 p.m.	 Session VII: In-Vivo Manipulation and New Treatments
	 Chairs: Lucienne Chatenoud, Dorian Haskard

12 p.m.	 Marie Wahren-Herlenius (New Member)
	 Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden
	 �Vaccination Triggers Polyclonal B Cell Activation and Promotes Autoantibody 

Production in Sjögren’s Syndrome

12:20 p.m.	 Richard Bucala (New Member) 
	 Yale University
	 Approaching the Gene-Specific Therapy of Autoimmunity at the MIF Locus

12:40 p.m.	 Keith Elkon, President, the Henry Kunkel Society  
	 University of Washington, Seattle, WA, USA
	 Final Meeting Announcements

12:40 p.m.	 Postdoctoral Fellow/Junior Faculty Lunch with HKS Investigators
	 Registration required.

For details and updates, please look at the website of the Society: http://henrykunkelsociety.org/Upcoming-Meeting.aspx

Contact:
Pr Pierre Miossec, University of Lyon
miossec@univ-lyon1.fr

Local organization:
Pierre Miossec
Marie Miossec
Flavie Faes



A special thank you to our meeting sponsors


